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yslery Solved

The mysterious, nearly cen-
tury-old Art Deco building that
has stood watch over the vibrant
main street in Three Oaks,
Mich., is about to be demystified.

If all goes well with an es-
timated $75,000 restoration,
visitors finally will be able to
step inside the so-called “Mys-
tery Building” by May 2027,
according to Nick Bogert, The
Region of Three Oaks Museum
(TROTOM) board vice presi-
dent.

Unoccupied since 1981, the
single-story brick-and-concrete
building at 7 S. Elm St. has long
intrigued residents and visi-
tors. Could it be a safe house?
A secret laboratory? A bank? It
does have a safe with thick, re-
inforced steel walls to withstand
fire and burglars, and it has a
walk-in vault in the basement.
But, it was never a bank.

Visitors will learn about the
story of E.K. Warren (1847-
1919), founder of The Warren
Featherbone Co., and his de-
scendants who played a central
role in developing Three Oaks.
The building will become sort
of a TROTOM satellite campus
dedicated to the memory of Jo-
sephine Warren Hoffman, E.K.
Warren’s granddaughter who
died in 1983.

Last summer, James Barkhurst, current Warren Oil & Gas Co. president, donated the building to
TROTOM. The company essentially vacated the building in 1981 after the death of longtime secretary-
treasurer William Kramer. He was its only member who worked regularly in the building. A caretaker
maintained it over the years. Continued on Page 2

Chuck Sittig (from left), Nick Bogert and Kim Weber stand beneath the portrait of
E.K. Warren in the front room of the historic building. Photo Edmund Lawler
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‘ The Warrens, of course,

M ystefy SOIVGd Continued from Page 1 are best known, for The >R
Warren Featherbone Co. '

that made featherbones, derived from turkey quills. They were primarily used |
as stay material for women’s corsets. Founded in 1883, the company ran its |

then, it was making children’s clothing. The company closed in 2005.

The Warrens were less well-known for their ownership of vast ranch and
farm lands in the southwestern United States and in Mexico. Known as E.K.
Warren & Son, the organization in the early 20th century began buying land.
It also bought land and raised cattle in Southwest Michigan.

E.K. Warren & Son was a prosperous operation. Bogert says it is believed
the Warrens were the fifth-largest owners of land in the United States, with
more than one million acres in their portfolio.

Charles, E.K.’s son and corporate successor, wasn’t necessarily eager to fill
his father’s shoes as the head of Featherbone.

“Charles didn’t care for the corporate life,” says Bogert, a local historian
and former TV journalist in Miami and Chicago. “What he really wanted to do
was to be a cowboy out west. He actually ditched his role at Featherbone for a
while and went to work on a ranch in Texas.”

But Charles returned and took the reins of the company after his father’s
death.

“The Warrens later sold off the ranch and farmlands, but they retained --
the mineral rights to the land,” Bogert says. “E.K. Warren & Son, which was |

—

A bust of E.K. Warren stands

just north of the site.
Photo by Edmund Lawler.
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Another artifact is a stock certificate for the Warren Oil and Gas Company. Photo Edmund Lawler

royalty checks from energy
companies drilling on the
lands. Kramer remained with
the reorganized and newly
named company.

“This place was built like
a brick outhouse because of
the amount of cash that was
kept inside,” says Kim We-
ber, a TROTOM board mem-
ber serving on a task force to
oversee the restoration proj-
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ect. “They had an alarm system and bars on °©
the windows. The back door was made of steel,
a quarter-inch thick.”

Charles Warren Sr. did not live to see the
completion of the building at 7 S. Elm St. It
was finished in 1933, a year after Charles Sr.’s
death. It was designed by Stanley Fairclough, a
Chicago architect who designed several Tudor- f
style homes and businesses in Berrien County. =
The building was erected only to house E.K. Fi
Warren & Son. The Featherbone Co. main-
tained a separate headquarters farther north
on Elm Street.

One of the best things about the newly ac-
quired building is its location, says Chuck Sit-
tig, TROTOM board member and former Three
Oaks Township supervisor. .

“We are right on the so-called Main Street *
now,” he said. “It will help give the main mu-
seum much higher visibility.”

TROTOM is a couple of blocks west of Elm
Street.

“Our museum is kind of off the beaten path”
he added, “but here, we can hook people and
bring them in.”

Weber says the newly acquired building also ™= - .
can be a possible staging area for historic walk-  The “Mystery Building” in Three Oaks is scheduled to open to the public in May

: . . 2027. Museum board members Nick Bogert (from left), Kim Weber and Chuck
ing tours of Three Oaks, which attracts tourists Sittig are leading the restoration of the historic site at 7 S. Elm St.

Continued on Page 4 Photo Edmund Lawler.
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Mystery SOIVGd Continued from Page 3

year round. The board is still discussing exterior
signage and its wording for the new building, Bo-
gert says.

There is much to be done in the next 16 months,
Bogert says. He was reassured about the project
after the Three Oaks building inspector recently
looked it over, declaring it has “good bones.”

“We are about to take everything off the walls
and remove all the artifacts,” Bogert says.

In the main room of the historic building, he
pointed to the framed photos of Warren family
members and some of their properties.

“This was hanging here when we took posses-
sion,” he said. “But we don’t want it here when they
are doing construction.”

Photos and other artifacts will move to TROTOM
for storage during construction. Antique furniture,
including Kramer’s rolltop desk, also will be stored
during construction.

Slated for permanent removal is the faded, 1970s-
era, wall-to-wall carpeting, as well as a bank of fluo-
rescent lights that don’t fit the Art Deco motif. Bo-
gert says the museum plans to prowl architectural
salvage yards and tap other resources to find light-
ing appropriate for a building completed in 1933.

The restoration to-do list includes:
¢ Painting interior walls.
¢ Taking down an old maple tree that threatens to
fall on the building.

Planting new trees on the property.

Removing faded draperies.

Restoring hardwood floors.

Purchasing cabinets and shelving for display of
artifacts.

* Tuckpointing deteriorated bricks.

Two of the most expensive projects are making
the building accessible to guests with disabilities
and replacing the outdated electrical box and cloth-
covered wiring.

The rolltop desk of E.K. Warren & Son executive William Kramer is
among the artifacts in the building. Photo Edmund Lawler.

o]

A safe that once guarded assets of E.K. Warren & Son.
The bags of cash are only make-believe. Photo Edmund Lawler.

Fortunately, major grants will defray the cost of
those big-ticket items. Berrien Community Founda-
tion recently provided an $11,000 grant to offset the
cost of installing a lift for guests with disabilities,
one compliant with the Americans with Disabilities
Act. The Pokagon Fund pledged $10,000 to upgrade
the electrical infrastructure, which includes replac-
ing the electrical panel and cloth-covered wiring, as
well as grounding all electrical outlets.

Supplementing the major grants is TROTOM’s
ongoing capital campaign, which so far has raised
$11,400 from its members. Additional donations, in-
cluding a sizable pledge from an anonymous contrib-
utor, and possibly drawing on some of TROTOM’s
reserves are expected to drive the campaign toward
its $75,000 goal.

TROTOM is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Donations
are tax-deductible. Prospective donors are
encouraged to visit TROTOM’s website, www.
RegionofThreeOaksMuseum.com, for more details.

In the meantime, TROTOM is gearing up for
the restoration project. And it’s developing plans to
staff the “Mystery Building” thanks to some of the
museum’s 55 volunteers.

He anticipates the historic building will have a
parallel schedule with the main Three Oaks mu-
seum at 5 Featherbone Ave. Hours are noon-5 p.m.
EST Friday-Sunday starting the last weekend in
May through the last weekend in October.

If all goes according to plan, the building will
open its long-sealed doors to the public on the last
weekend in May 2027.

Mystery solved.
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3812 Brookside Drive, Michiana Shores

Tucked away on three spacious lots and surrounded by lush greenery, this exquisitely remodeled 4BR, 3BA ranch offers serene living in Michiana Shores. The oversized
two-car garage provides ample space, while the home’s open layout and natural light create an inviting atmosphere. Step inside to find gleaming bamboo floors and

a bright, open-concept living space featuring a luxurious gas fireplace in the dining room. The updated eat-in kitchen boasts stainless steel appliances, combing style
with modern convenience. The spacious living room showcases a beautiful stone fireplace and a picture window framing scenic backyard views. Enjoy evenings around
the expansive firepit, or take in the fresh air from your private screened-in porch off the family room- perfect as a bedroom or relaxing retreat. Two generously sized
bedrooms feature en suite bathrooms, one with a double closet, the other with a walk-in. Outside, the large flagstone patio invites you to dine, entertain or simply soak
in the tranquility. A walking path and peaceful creek at the rear of the property offer nature lovers a true escape. Two spacious sheds provide plenty of room for toys and
tools, and the deeded beach rights to Stop 37-40 offer easy access to Lake Michigan'’s shore. Whether you're hosting under the stars or savoring quiet moments, this
sanctuary blends comfort, elegance and outdoor beauty. Don‘t miss your chance to make lifetime memories in one of Harbor Country’s most cherished locations.

MICHELE CIHAK, Broker X
Coldwell Banker Realty

10 N Whittaker St ¢ New Buffalo, MI 491117 & e
C. 219.861.2073 » O. 269.469.3950 Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell COLDWELL
. . Banker. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell
micheleciha k@ya hoo.com Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are BANKER
owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently
M iCh e | eCi ha k.SitS. cbm oxi.com owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and -

the Equal Opportunity Act.
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“Wait Until Dark” Next Production at Footlight Theatre

Local actor Tom Olson makes his directorial debut
with the thriller “Wait Until Dark,” which runs Feb.
5-8 and 12-15 at Footlight Theatre, 1705 Franklin
St.

In the play, a sinister con man and two ex-convicts
trace a mysterious
doll to the apart-
ment of Sam Hen-
drix and his blind
wife, Susy. A strange
woman persuaded
Sam to transport
the doll across the
Canadian border,
not knowing several
grams of heroin are
inside. When the
woman is murdered,
the three crooks per-
suade Susy to believe police have implicated Sam in
the murder, and the doll is evidence.

The cast features Mahaffa Thompson as Susy, An-
nabel Artis as Gloria, Josh Thompson as Sam, Larry
Piotrowski as Roat, Rick Henderson as Mike, Ian
Horn as Carlino, Lisa von Werder as Lisa and Po-
lice Officer 2, and T.J. Aubuchon as Drug Dealer and
“Police Officer 1.” The crew includes assistant direc-

Auditions

Auditions for “The
Legend of Georgia
McBride,” directed by
Bobbi Ann Lauritsen, are
at 6 p.m. Sunday-Monday,
Feb. 8-9, at Footlight
Theatre, 1705 Franklin St.
Call (219) 874-4035 or visit
www.footlightplayers.org
for details.

Mahaffa Thompson and Larry Piotrowski star in “Wait Until Dark.”

tor Cindy Reyes and producer Bobbi Ann Lauritsen.

Tickets are $17 for adults or $12 for children 12
and younger Friday-Sunday, and $12 on Thursdays.
Thursday and Friday shows are at 7 p.m., with
Saturday-Sunday shows at 2 p.m. Reservations are
available at www.footlightplayers.org

Interlude at Etropal

= |
703 Lincolnway. 2™ Floor, LaPorte, IN 46350
219-334-6845
Interludeatetropal@gmail.com

PRESENTS
Murder Mystery Dinner

Until Death Do We Part

Singles and Couples
Saturday, February 14, 2026

i ¥ At

Doors open at 6:00 pm. You pick your character and the fun begins. Join us for fun and laughter.
Mingle, network, make new friends and enjoy the ambiance of the venue, the food and the drinks.
Share the laughs with friends while you eat, drink, and be merry! Limited Seating — Purchase
Your Tickets Now! Call, text, or visit our website 219-334-6845.

Interludeatetropal.com
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This lovely venue is available to rent for your private parties and meetings! GATHER HERE!
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THE 2026 ICS SWEETHEART

byl st ity CONTEST IS HERE

VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE SWEETHEART
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108 Indiana Ave
Valparaise, IN
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MOORE

CONSTRUCTION

ROQFING
GUTTERS

LEAF GUARDS * SHINGLE ROOFS ¢ REPAIRS * SOFFIT « FASCIA
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL

FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST

Deal directly with owner Michael Moore

219) 777-0423
(312) 995-3994

Over 36 years in business

MOOREROOFS.COM
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A (Red!) Devil of a Gift

by Betsy Kohn

!
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One thing the Graduates of Isaac C. Elston High School Education Support Fund has supported is the Michigan City High School robotics team.

When Jim Kniola attended his 50th class re-
union in 2018, he was struck by how truly special
the Elston High School Class of 1968 was. After all
these years, his former classmates were still filled
with school spirit and a desire to give back to the
community.

Following the reunion, Kniola toyed
with the idea of working with class
members to establish a scholarship. But
when he contacted Unity Foundation
of LaPorte County about the possibil-
ity, they encouraged him to think more
broadly.

Why not create an education support
fund for Michigan City Area Schools
that could have a more far-reaching
impact? Donations could benefit a vari-

ELSTON
EDUCATION

SUPPORT FUND

the decades had organized all of the class reunions.

“They loved the idea,” Kniola says. “We knew this
could be a wonderful opportunity for our class to
give back.”

The trio started by approaching a small group
of 1968 alums, hoping to persuade
them to sign on as founding donors.
The initial effort raised $5,425, and
the Graduates of Isaac C. Elston
High School Education Support
Fund was born in October 2018.

“We are so grateful to those found-
ers,” Kniola says. “Without them,
the fund would have never taken
flight. And now, we ask all Elston re-
union organizers to include our fund
in their planning.”

ety of projects by providing materials,
funding special programs and support-
ing student needs for things outside of the school’s
budget.

Kniola immediately reached out to fellow Class of
’68 graduates Tom Cipares and Denise Libke. A past
president of General Insurance Services (now High-
street Insurance & Financial Services), Cipares had
extensive contacts across the city, while Libke over

The Elston Class of 1969 was the
next to come through, presenting a
“big check” in the amount of $1,969 after its 50th
celebration.

Fundraising stalled during the pandemic years.
When the dust settled, more donations from indi-
viduals and classes poured in, including a $4,000
check from the Class of 1974 to mark its 50th.

(Thanks to a matching challenge opportunity
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through Unity, that gift
was doubled.)

To date, the fund has
granted close to $30,000
for programs, materi-
als, equipment and sup-
plies not included in the
schools’ annual budget.
It has pitched in to assist
the high school’s robotics
team with expenses relat-
ed to its award-winning
EV Go Kart. It has sup-
ported teachers attend-
ing a summer technology
conference, an elemen-
tary school’s parent-in-
volvement club for dads,
a summer STEAM camp,
an arts-education resi-
dency, leadership train-
ing for sixth-graders and
an elementary sports pro-
gram. It’s even provided
personal hygiene items to
stock a “care closet” orga-
nized by the Open Door Adolescent Health Center
for students in need.

“We are so pleased that our little fund has been
able to do so much good in only seven years since
its founding,” Kniola says. “Now, we are looking for
ways to expand our donor base.”

Kniola emphasizes that the Elston Fund is not
solely for former classes celebrating reunions. Any
groups or individuals are welcome to contribute, at
any amount.

(Visit https://shorturl.at/THIKL to donate.)

“I'm hoping that someday in the future when all
of us are gone,” Kniola says, “a Michigan City teach-
er and class will receive funding for a worthwhile
educational program and remember the enthusias-
tic generosity of Michigan City Elston High School
graduates.”

Now that’s a legacy!

[
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Pictured are (from left) Jim Kniola, Denise Libke and Tom Cipares.

Other Schools Give Back

Rogers High School graduates also have made
large donations to support Michigan City High
School.

In 2024, the Rogers Class of 1974 donated
$5,000 directly to the high school to support stu-
dents with special needs and a teacher supply
fund. Following their post-pandemic multi-class
reunion, the classes of 1973-1977 also made a do-
nation of $5,122 to support MCHS.

And in addition to the Elston Fund, Unity
Foundation of LaPorte County manages a num-
ber of funds that support grants for Michigan
City Area Schools, LaPorte High School, Mar-
quette High School, La Lumiere School and many
others. Visit http://uflc.net/funds for more details.

1 Cord Spllt Wood
~ $300 (delivered)

Half Loads Available =
~ $200 (dell.vered)

= $50 an Hour for Stackmg
 AllHard Wood
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Michigan City Public Library

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front

lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are:
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

VETERAN OWNED

The following programs are scheduled:

Adult Crafting — Handcraft and Create from
5:30-7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29. Make a micro-
wavable heating pad, simmer pot and paper flow-
ers. Participants may create all three crafts. All
supplies are provided.

Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7 p.m. Thurs-
days. Join fellow artists to stitch needle art. A
variety of crafts are included. All skill levels and
ages are welcome, as is the sharing of skills.
Great Decisions, “The Third Nuclear Age,”
from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 30. The
foreign-policy discussion program continues.
Participants read the “Great Decisions Briefing
Book,” watch the videos at the library, then dis-
cuss with community members. Call (219) 873-
3049 to register or for more details.

Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4
p-m. Tuesdays. Harris can offer tips and advice
on how to research a family tree or find genealogi-
cal records.

Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays. Create with LEGO WeDo,
Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozobots and 3-D pens.
Children 12 and younger must have a parent or
guardian attend with them.

Jigsaw Puzzle Swap at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.
3. Take gently-used puzzles to swap for new ones.
Puzzles must be in good condition, in the original
boxes/containers and with all the pieces. A lim-
ited number of free puzzles will be available after
6 p.m. to take home without exchanging.

Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook
page and website.

(219) 312-8119
(312) 485-9701

KERRY

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LaPORTE, INDIANA

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

Dungeons & Dragons (ages 13-17) from 4-6
p-m. Wednesday, Feb. 4. Supplies and charac-
ters are provided on a first-come, first-served basis.
Email Miss Dana at dwolf@mclib.org for details.
January scavenger hunt. Find all the hidden
Sesame Street characters and win a prize.
Winter Reading Challenge for Adults through
Feb. 28. Pick up a Winter Reading bookmark at
the reference desk. Fill in a circle for every 20 min-
utes of reading or listening to a book. Once filling
all the circles, return the bookmark to the refer-
ence desk to pick a prize and receive an entry in
a drawing. One reader may receive a $50 Barnes
& Noble gift card. The limit is five entries per per-
son. The last day to enter is Saturday, Feb. 28.
Art Exhibition Wall. Tim Lace’s solo exhibit runs
through March 6. Lace ventured to New Orleans,
capturing men and women who bead the suits in
which they parade twice each year: Mardi Gras
Day and Super Sunday. The brightly colored suits
of beads and feathers celebrate the connections be-
tween African and Native American tradition.
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
helpers needed. The requested amount of time
is one day a week during tax season (February-
April). The IRS provides some training, and vol-
unteers must pass the VITA test through the in-
termediate level. Testing and training are online.
Call (219) 873-3049 for more detalils.

Learning Center volunteers needed for chil-
dren and adults. Areas include reading, math,
high school equivalency and English as a Second
Language. All supplies and training are provided.
Volunteers are needed two hours a week. Contact
Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or stop by
the Learning Center for more details.

Used Christmas card collection. Youth Ser-
vices will accept used holiday or Christmas cards
for future projects.

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

Dave’s Firewood

et PERFECT FOR:
HALF CORDS,
WOOD STOVES,
& FULL CORDS
DELIVERY AVAILABLE FIREPLACES,

AFFORDABLE PRICING 8

AND CAMPFIRES

Call 219-929-7837
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Calling ALL 8" Graders & Families

Public, Private, Charter, & Homeschoolers are welcome

Michigan City High School®

Wednesday

1ntegrity February 18 /T tJPTIIIIn

cleaning D 7 COUNSELORS
8466 W. Pahs Rd. PRINCIPALS

integritycleaningmidwest.com & NMORE!
219.262.0023

Discover what's ahead
as you take it to the
NEXT LEVEL
in high school!

[] Find out how dual credit, AP, and Early College
programs can save you thousands on tuition costs

Z Discover the exciting Career & Technical Education
programs and Graduation Pathways that prepare
students for the future

[V Hear directly from current MCHS students about
what high school is really like

z Check out the programs we offer, including extra-

SACRED DUNES curriculars, JROTC and 28 athletics teams

] PLUS: Information on the “Michigan City Promise”

INTEGRATIVE HEALTH A St
i neamg i | | YOU BELONG HERE!
FUNCTIONAL MEDICINE ﬁ}@mﬁ@m@m 9@@“&
ACUPUNCTURE

MASSAGE STAY CONNECTED
HERBAL MEDICINE @michigancityhs .
HIGH ALITY CBD :

GLA%%ESTIN((}: ﬁ Michigan City High School y 1

EducateMC.net/MCHS

Call or oxe 219.262.0034 www.sacredduneshealth.com
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Private school atmosphere

ACADEMY
Montessori PreK-8™ Grade

%  College Preparatory Academic Excellence

Accelerated Learning for High Ability
Students

Expansive Experiential Education

in a public charter school.

Renaissance Academy Charter School: a unique PreK — 8" Grade
Montessori school with research based, developmentally appropriate,
collaborative, hands-on, student-focused learning.

Come learn more -
Renaissance Montessori Nights, 6-7 PM

For students entering:

Grades 1-6 - Monday, January 26

Thursday, February 5

Grades K-3 - Wednesday, January 28

Call to reserve your place.

Other Dates & 9:30 am Tuesday tours also available.

(219)878-8711 4093 West US 20, LaPorte, IN
info@rschool net www.rschool.net

DELVERY & PICK-UP

Uber
Eats

SAVORY PANINIS .  BREAKFASTPANINIS « SOUPS « SALADS

SPECIALTY COFFEE « MATCHA « TEAS o SPECIALTY DRINKS
HOUSEMADE SYRUPS & SAUCES » MADE FRESH T0 ORDER _

211 EBUFFALD ST. FOLLOW US
NEW BUFFALD M1 43117

HOURS: MON - SAT 9 - 5PM SUN 3 - 3PM

ISSAVIBECAFECOM [269) 231-5653

The following programs are planned.:

e Sourdough Starter from Scratch from 5-6
p-m. Thursday, Jan. 29, at the main library
Meeting Room B. Explore the process of mak-
ing the starter and share tips for nurturing it
over time. Take a jar with a lid.

e Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday,
Jan. 30, at the main library. The storytime in-
cludes rhymes, music and activities.

¢ Choose Your Own Storytime from 4-4:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 2, at the main library Multi-
purpose Room. Structured around the Every
Child Ready to Read curriculum, children help
choose the books read during the program.

¢ Tween Book Club (ages 10-13) from 4:30-5:30
p-m. Tuesday, Feb. 3, in the main library
Multipurpose Room. The focus is Stuart Gibbs’
Spy School Goes North. Copies are available at
the youth desk.

¢ Creative Kids — Lunar New Year from 4-5
p-m. Wednesday, Feb. 4, at the main library
Multipurpose Room. Make a paper-chain drag-
on, learn about the Chinese zodiac and its cul-
tural significance, and explore how the holiday is
celebrated around the world.

e All Things True Crime Book Club from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 4, at the main li-
brary Meeting Room A. The focus is Aine Cain
and Kevin Greenlee’s Shadow of the Bridge: The
Delphi Murders and the Dark Side of the Ameri-
can Heartland.

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

Dunes Summer Theatre Auditions

Dunes Summer Theatre will hold auditions in
Michigan City and Chicago for its 75th anniversary
season.

The in-person auditions are open to non-equity
actors of all ethnic backgrounds, gender identifica-
tions and body types. Walk-ins are accepted, but not
guaranteed

The Chicago auditions are from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 7-8, at City Lit Theatre Co.,
1020 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago.

The Michigan City audition is from noon-5 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 14-15, at The Holdcraft Per-
forming Arts Center, 1200 Spring St.

Fill out the audition form at https:/shorturl.at/
zB74J, including if doing a virtual audition.


http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
https://shorturl.at/
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New Buffalo Township Library

e Campus for Creative Aging: Memory Café.
The program is from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 3.

e Adult Literacy Class. The program is from
5:30-6:45 p.m. Thursdays in February.

Weekly programs

* Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays and 4 p.m. Thurs-
days.

* Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.

e Pajama Story Time at 6 p.m. Tuesdays.

Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays

while supplies last.

Teen Maker Space from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.

Chess Club from 4-6 p.m. Thursdays.

Spanish Story Time at 10 a.m. Fridays.

Essentrics Exercise for Seniors (gentle) at 10 a.m.

Fridays. The intermediate program is at 11 a.m.

e Lego Club from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Visit www.
newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or call (269) 469-
29383 for more details.

Produce Prescription Program

Franciscan Health is offering the free six-week
Produce Prescription Program, aimed at chronic
disease management, from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tues-
days at the Franciscan Health Michigan City Lega-
cy Campus, 301 W. Homer St.

Feb. 10 is the registration deadline. Franciscan
Health Michigan City teamed up with the Francis-
can Health Foundation and Indy Hunger Network
for the classes. Participants don’t have to be Fran-
ciscan patients to participate. They must have pre-
existing chronic conditions such as: diabetes, heart
disease, obesity or cancer; screen positive for mod-
erate to high food insecurity; and complete a six-
week Cooking Matters course.

Upon completing the program, participants re-
ceive produce vouchers for fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles every month for six months.

Contact Selena Tinoco at Selena.Tinoco@
FranciscanAlliance.org or call (219) 221-4153 to
register or for more details.

[IBIGAIL HAYDEN INTERIORS § [JESIGN

Full Service Residential
Interior Design Studio in

Downtown Michigan City!

Call to schedule your design consultation today!
269-762-2997
60 klin Street + Michigan City, IN

AbigailHaydenInteriorDesign.com

-‘*

Alls_tate

9

Nothing beats personalized protection that
suits your needs.
Auto, Home, Renters, Business

Eileen Mark, Agent
219-961-9528, eileenmark@allstate.com

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.
talk to ted it

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

individuals, couples, and families

For your personalized eye care!

Adeela M. Alizai, M.D.

Ophthalmology ‘

Michiana Ophthalmology
and Headache, LLC

3809 N. Main St., Suite 100
Mishawaka, IN 46545

Phone: (574) 520-1700
Fax: (844) 689-0701

Pre-Existing and New Patients Welcome at New Location


http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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With Overwhelming
Gratitude,

) Would Like to
Thank Each One of
my LaPorte County

Clients!

Dr. Leonard F. Anglis & Team
2146 North Karwick Road
Michigan City/Pong Beach

The Numbers Don't Lie!
We have provided care for over 50 dentists & their family
members in LaParte, Lake, & Porter Counties|

Keep in mind, if FIFTY dentists and their families trust us with
their needs for dental implants & complex replacements,
you can too---with certainty & security available nowhere
elsel

You know, there IS a lot to be said for the compassion & under-
standing that comes only from years of living and for the ex-
traordinary level of clinical experience from over 35 years in
practice. It's a long, long way from dental school!

We have been honored to work with colleagues in LaPorte
County and our surrounding counties as they have sent us
thousands of their clients over the past 30 years!

Please call us today at 1,.877.526.4547, and we will promptly
schedule you in our Michigan City/Long Beach tropical dental
resort! You owe it to yourself to discover the many life-changing
and life-saving benefits of your very own Masterpiece Smilel

The future of Our Dental Implants is so bright here,
well, we need sunglasses/

LaPorte County Parks

All registrations/questions go
through the Red Mill County Park
Administrative Office, 0185 S.
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore
nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music,
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.
The free program is from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, Feb. 3 and 24, at Luhr County Park, 3178
S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte.

Valentine’s Glow-in-the-Dark Night Hike

The family program is from 5-7 p.m. Friday, Feb.
6, at Red Mill County Park.

Find glowing hearts and valentines on the trails
using the park’s black lights, then head inside to
play games, dance to music and sample hot cocoa
and cookies.

Wandering Watercolors

The free program is from 10 a.m.-noon Tuesday,
Feb. 17, at Luhr County Park.

Take a short walk around the park, then paint a
nature journal-style watercolor art. All supplies are
provided. Call (219) 325-8315 to register.

A Brush with Madness

The all-ages program is from 5-7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 18, at Luhr County Park.

Participants follow easy painting directions, with
all supplies provided. No experience is necessary.
The cost is $8 per person. Register in advance by
calling (219) 325-8315.

s

¥ Schoolhouse Shop & Dune Clothiers

At Furnessville

Closed February

278 E. 1500 N. ¢ Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

~

Closed Tuesdays



http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
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READING - BLUE LIGHT - SUN

DEeepers

by peeperspecs ®

SHOP MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-3PMCST 9935EUS12 MICHIGAN CITY, IN

GET UP TO 50% OFF

Sale begins 1.14.26 and ends 2.13.26

2042 E HWY US 20
Michigan City, IN 46360
P: 219.878.0918
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“The Rip” Toys With You Twist by Twist

by Andrew Tallackson

Matt Damon (left) and Ben Affleck star as police officers investigating a dangerous tip in “The Rip.”

Joe Carnahan makes “guy movies.” Cops, crooks,
fists — that’s his first love. Plots born out of the B-
movie wasteland, but with A-list actors. Efforts like
“Narc,” “Smokin’Aces,” “The A Team,” “The Grey”
and my favorite, 2021’s “Boss Level,” a bonkers
time-loop gem in which Frank Grillo repeatedly
tries to save his wife and son.

“The Rip,” which just debuted on Netflix, is a fun
guy movie. The story dips into a long-dry well of
crime plots, but it’s briskly told and acted by pros,
the twists piling up one after the other.

The title is police slang for officers who take large
amounts of illegal items for their own reward, usu-
ally drugs or cash.

Carnahan introduces a Miami police unit under
investigation for possibly killing its own captain,
an act we witness in the opening scene, the killers
disguised in black. Matt Damon and Ben Affleck
play the crew’s senior members, Dane Dumars and
J.D. Byrne, respectively. They are joined by “Walk-
ing Dead” alum Steve Yeun, freshly minted Golden
Globe winner Teyana Taylor (“One Battle After An-
other”) and Catalina Sandino Moreno (“Maria Full
of Grace”) as detectives.

After receiving an apparent Crime Stoppers tip,
the group heads out to a home in Hialeah, where
they encounter a young woman (Sasha Callie, “The
Flash”) who says her deceased grandmother owned
the house. She fails to mention, at first, that there’s

“The Rip”

Running time: 112 minutes. Netflix. Rated R
for violence and pervasive language.

more than $20 million stashed in the attic walls.

Is it cartel money? Was the Crime Stoppers tip
entrapment by an unknown enemy? That is the
puzzle. Carnahan is not exactly rewriting the cop
genre playbook here, but he effectively amps up the
suspicion, hurling us in so many directions that by
the film’s midpoint, we don’t know what to believe.
Our loyalties shift practically every five minutes,
and the effect is dizzying. It gets your pulse racing,
more so as we realize the quiet cul-de-sac where all
this plays out may not be that quiet. Watchful eyes
are everywhere.

“The Rip” becomes less about the money and
more about adults under fire from increasing para-
noia, all while wrestling with staying true to their
ideals as the law.

Do the twists pay off? Are they based in a logic
where it all makes sense by the end? I’d have to see
“The Rip” again for that verdict, but as a breathless,
skittish roller-coaster ride, it is quite satisfying how
it all plays out. I wish the look of the film wasn’t
so murky, though. Cinematographer Juan Miguel
Azpiroz gives the Hialeah cul-de-sac a dark, muddy
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Teyana Taylor (right) and Catalina Sandino Moreno are equally
compelling as fellow police officers.

look where, at times, it’s tough to make out what is
happening.

But Damon and Affleck, back together after
2023’s unjustly overlooked Air Jordan dramedy
“Air,” breathe life into the chaos. As actors, these
two sometimes force their performances (Damon in
“Oppenheimer,” Affleck in “Daredevil”), but here,
they flirt with corruption so effectively, we never
quite guess if they’ve sold their souls or have some-
thing else up their sleeves. The level of moral un-
certainty is the adrenaline rush at the heart of this
mystery.

If “The Rip” feels stale as first, by the end, it’s
sent us on a wild race through one long night. It
is one of Carnahan’s best, his reign as “guy movie”
champ fully intact.

Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus Ball

Knights of Columbus Council 14366 will host its
first “A Winter Knight’s Ball” from 6-11 p.m. EST
Saturday, Feb. 7, at New Buffalo Yacht Club, 500
W. Water St.

The black-tie optional event includes dinner, a
wine tasting, live music and a live auction. It is lim-
ited to the first 90 people at $100 per person.

Register and pay by credit card at https:/tinyurl.
com/mupb95dp, or send a check to KofC Council
14366, P.O. Box 293, New Buffalo, MI 49117. Put
“Winter Ball” in the memo line.

HORIZON
_RORIZOI

Beyond
BANK

Home sweet home starts here

/i Robyn Graffenius
; 4{ Mortgage Advisor
269-208-1760

HorizonBank.com Beyond ordinary banking

“We're Hea
tn nrm

Ie’éhmr :::’F savary '#
dreats for all your it
': furry friends. And,
2 yourpets'are alw 5
P welcometo comesing
= and E?ﬂ\'\fse_gﬂlh_'_.ﬂu:“f;

BRANDTS
—OLD FASHION— E
FEED, PETAWILDI.IFE

B EMPORILUDN, IHC.

LI NATURALLY WOO

Financing and
FURNITURE & MATTRESS

Layaway Available
=R
naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com

Monday - Saturday 10AM - 6PM, Sunday 11AM - 3PM

nectar R

MATTRESS GALLERY

le:rtjr [-‘uruitnn:

MEEITREIRS, )

FLEXSTEEL
Maturoly Comifortolbis

THERAFEDIC .
e (&
COASTER

1106 East U.S. Hwy 20
Michigan City, IN 46360

catnapper .
FURNITURE COLLECTION
.

Call or Text 219-872-6501
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A l00k Back: My Favorite Films 0[ 2025

by Andrew Tallackson

Slim pickings last year.

Good movies, yes. That “Hamnet” ending: wow,
I cried hard, but before then...a snail’s pace. And 1
may as well come clean over a few errors in judg-
ment. Like “Avatar: Fire and Ash,” which is not a
3 ¥ star movie, but more 3 because of that lazy, re-
dundant ending. “One Battle After Another,” on the
other hand, should have earned 3 V% stars, not 3, be-
cause it says a lot about today’s political and social
unrest. Chalk those goofs up to writing reviews too
soon after leaving the theater. Not enough time for
the films to live rent-free in my brain for an hour or
so afterward.

A truly great film, though, is easy to spot. Mid-
way through, you have a sense of experiencing
greatness. Something people will still discuss years
from now.

Readers may find this list questionable. Many
entries are of the love-‘em-or-hate-‘em variety. But
hey, art is subjective, right? What touches a nerve
in one person may repel another.

So, with no shame or reluctance, here are my
picks for my favorite films of 2025

. “Sinners”

At about the one-hour mark of “Sinners,” writer-
director Ryan Coogler takes us somewhere unex-
pected. The setting is a 1932 Mississippi juke joint.
In one sweeping take, time becomes fluid. Past, pres-
ent and future are bridged by music, blues in par-
ticular. That’s when I knew. This was bold. Remark-
able. Marketed as a “vampire” movie, “Sinners” is
more than that. It celebrates blues as an expression
of self. It also offers a stinging attack on how Amer-
ica treats people of color. Coogler spins his tale with
the best money can buy: the cast, costumes, music,
production design — all of it. The result is a joyous,
painful, illuminating experience that will stand the
test of time.

2. “Sentimental Value”

Norway’s Joachim Trier has been at it for years,
but it’s only been the past five that I discovered him,
first with 2021’s “The Worst Person in the World”
and now “Sentimental Value,” which just won Stel-
lan Skarsgard a well-deserved Golden Globe for
Best Supporting Actor. In tracing a father’s rocky
reconnect with his daughters, Trier explores how
families bury years of hurt, only to discover they
can run from the past no longer. Renate Reinsve
and Inga Ibsdotter Lilleaas play the daughters, and
they create something rare: two women we believe

“Sinners” tops my list for my favorite film of 2025.

are sisters because of the unspoken connection be-
tween them. They are each other’s rock, and by the
end, we are moved by the way forgiveness begins
not with huge leaps, but baby steps. We see that
between father and daughter, who say nothing, but
their looks, their body language, suggest and open-
ness to healing.

3. “Train Dreams”

I get it, why audiences felt they’d witnessed
a whole lot of nothing. Director Clint Bentley de-
signed his film not as a movie to watch, but feel.
He introduces a logger (Joel Edgerton) in the early
20th century: nothing extraordinary about him. But
that’s the point. So many lives in this world, each
experiencing joy and heartache. Here, that journey
is framed in the context of the modern world’s in-
evitable approach. There are moments when you're
almost afraid to breathe for fear of interrupting the
fragile beauty; others, your heart sags heavy amid
agonizing loss. Bentley establishes himself as a tal-
ent to watch.

4. “A House of Dynamite”

Boy, did people hate the ending of Kathryn Big-
elow’s ticking-clock doomsday thriller...and I mean
hated it. Bigelow, the Oscar-winner for 2009’s “The
Hurt Locker,” introduces a world where the U.S. has
16 minutes to stop nukes headed directly to Chi-
cago. We get three different perspectives before the
same outcome, told by individuals feverishly strug-
gling to save humanity. Viewers who prefer succinct
endings were infuriated by the ambiguous close.
That was the point, though. When the unthinkable
becomes inevitable, the who and why become ir-
relevant. Preserving the human race becomes the
endgame. Bigelow’s tale is so expertly crafted, you
watch it with your stomach tied in knots, desperate
to be free of its grip...as it should be.

5. “The Lost Bus”

A real-life disaster tale told with stark real-
ism and terrifying visual effects. Paul Greengrass
(“United 93”), master of the unflinching docudrama,

Next Week

Look for the official ballot in this year’s “Beat
the Editor” Oscar contest.

follows a school bus driver (Matthew McConaughey)
and teacher (America Ferrera) who attempt to ush-
er 22 students to safety during the 2018 California
wildfires. Greengrass stages the journey — com-
plete with actual people who were there at the time
— like a nightmare from which you cannot awake.
With every exit blocked by traffic and debris, “The
Lost Bus” becomes a feverish race toward survival.
The result is an anxious, squeamish ride that cel-
ebrates bravery amid the impossible.

6. “Black Bag”

Never underestimate Steven Soderbergh (“Erin
Brockovich,” “Traffic”). He can come out of nowhere
with a modest work that puts studio efforts to
shame. Here, working with an insanely tight script
by David Koepp (“Jurassic Park”), he created the
year’s smartest thriller no one saw. Why? That’s a
mystery. Cate Blanchett and Michael Fassbender
are spouses and spies who may or may not be trai-
tors. Can husband and wife trust each other? The
movie throws out every curveball under the sun, all
leading to the year’s most satisfying payoff. Sharp,
witty and suspenseful, “Black Bag” deserves a
healthy afterlife through streaming.

7. “The Life of Chuck”/
“The Long Walk”

A lot of Stephen King in 2025 (“The Monkey,”
“The Running Man,” MGM+’s “The Institute” were
the other entries), but only “The Life of Chuck” and
“The Long Walk” emerged with brilliance. “The Life
of Chuck” warrants a second viewing to appreciate
all the Easter eggs that reveal what’s really hap-
pening. Beautiful, profound and exceptionally mov-
ing, it is an ode to celebrating life even if knowing
the outcome beforehand. Thought unfilmable, “The
Long Walk” took 45 years to bring to the screen, but
director Francis Lawrence (“I Am Legend”) created
the year’s most brutal and emotional experience.
Teens in a dystopian 1970s must walk hundreds of
miles without faltering or be shot and killed. Some
of the year’s best performances are contained here.

8. “Last Breath”

What happened to this one? The tense, superbly
Continued on Page 20
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Continued From Page 19

acted docudrama got dumped in theaters in Feb-
ruary with zero fanfare and disappeared before
streaming saved it. It follows the 2012 near-disaster
where three gas-line divers near Scotland saw one
member of their crew stranded below the surface.
Like “Apollo 13,” the movie is a tribute to feral in-
genuity amid potential tragedy. How everyone pulls
off the rescue makes for one moving, exhilarating
experience. Woody Harrelson does more celebratory
work no one got to see. As the crew’s senior diver, he
creates a man where “giving up” is not part of his
vocabulary.

9. “The Penguin Lessons”

The kind of experience that sneaks up on you. It
feels like one movie, then emerges as one far more
significant. In a performance of beautifully con-
trolled snark, Steve Coogan stars in the movie in-
spired by fact about a boys prep-school teacher in
1970s Argentina who adopts a penguin trapped in
an oil spill. You brace for Disney slapstick; instead,
the scenario offers unexpected insight into a time of
deep social and political unrest. Try not to cry dur-
ing the final scene. I dare you.

10. “Weapons”

The year’s twistiest surprise...and with a fry-
your-nerves climax. Seventeen third-graders flee

“The Penguin Lessons.”

their homes late one night, not to be found, their
teacher the suspect one month later. We experience
this scenario from different angles — Josh Brolin
again delivers the goods as an outraged father —
but it is Amy Madigan who walks off with the entire
picture. She doesn’t show up until the end, but she
scares the crap out of you the first time you see her.
What’s her story? That is the payoff to a most un-
usual horror film that requires patience, but it all
comes together with frightening skill.
Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

HISTORIC. HAN[I[:RAFTEh_

UNFORGETTABLE.

Our event spaces in Three Oaks, M| and Valparaiso, IN are set in thoughtfully
restored 19th-century factories—blending industrial character, modern comfort, and

flexible design for gatherings of.all kinds.

From weddings and retreats to holiday parties and corporate celebrations, our team

will help you craft an experience you'll never forget.

Just about an hour from Chicago or South Bend—and'a world away from the ordinary.

SCAN FOR MORE
JOURNEYMAN.COM

-,
SIS

JOURNEYMAN

THREE OAKS, MI | VALPARAISO, IN
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THE
BREWERY [ODGE
SUPPER CLUB EKI-"EI!IEI'AICEL
LOUNGE = HOTEL - EUEHT& P

Saturdays | 2 P.M. - Bar Open Til Late nght
Sunday Champagne Brunch | 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.

@thebrewerylodge

The Brewery Lodge &
Supper Club

Dinner specials available every night!

Visit our social media for weekly

updates.

Planning a Wedding?

Host with us in the Tent!

We are your one-stop-shop
for rentals, catering,

beverage service and hotel
accommodations.

v Capacity for up to 250
vOn-Site Bar & Catering
v Weather Safe

v Room Blocks Scan the

STAY & DINE
S99*

An overnight stay plus a
dinner voucher* for 2 in our
Lounge.

**Voucher redeemable for up to $25
off an entree per person in our Supper s
Club. Max: 2 people. ip Wi of bill before the of

; “’[/wée/z,zﬁo’/w s Day Menu
COMING SOON!
Multi-course menu to elevate

your day of romance.

Located just off
Exit 40 in
Michigan City o — ’ |
©5727 N 600 W r
QR (866) 625 6343 :
Make Your Reservation at BreweryLodge.com or 6y Plione

Gh ! e

Tou =

BT BEER [ fQop.|MUSIC | OUTDOOR spAczl.PmrE EVENTS | CATERING

SCAN HERE FOR
MUSIC LINE UP
EVERY WEEKEND 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm
1/30 Chris Burch 2/6 Andre Detti
1/31 Strings Beyond 2/7 Bart Piet
2/13 Redline

EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT
7:30 PM

MONTHLY FOOD SPECIALS

Y LB. Local beef
patty, with cheddar;
bacon, cashew
butter, and bacon
jam. Served with a

side of fries. . TWI“JE"' g'ﬂm cream.

N—
Pb¢J BURGER TACO PI=2=2A

Nacho cheese base,
seasoned ground beef,
enchilada drizzle, and
cheddar cheese. Topped
with lettuce, tomato,
’ queso fresco, and sour

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US!

2] The Loft & Backyar& Lounge ZQ.RM]
Scan the QR to submit an inquiry or visit —ri e —

PERFECT FOR GRADUATION PARTIES, REHEARSAL
DINNERS, BRIDAL SHOWERS, AND MORE!
—-—
ZORNBREW WORKS. COM/PRIVATE EVENTS-2 EI“‘T"EJ
. to book! _m'

FOOD HOURS
, MON. - THURS. 11 AM - 9 PM "%
y FRI & SAT. - 11 AM - 10 PM
SUN. 11 AM - 8 PM
PHONE: (219) 243-7157
605 E 9TH ST. MICH. CITY, IN

SCAN
YOUR EVENT

ZORNBREWWORKS.COM

Get in Touch With Northwest
Indiana & Southwest Michigan’s
HVAC Experts Today

m Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance
m Furnace & AC Installation

B Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers

m Air Duct Cleaning Michiana
Mechanical

HEATING & COOLING

219.200.0158 michianamechanical.com

I

Matthew Karstrand
312.927.8489

matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

* Interior & Exterior Painting
» Design and Color Selection
» Cabinet Refinishing
* Industrial/Commercial
* Fully Insured

Family Owned
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Winslet Proves Herself Behind the Camera With Affecting “Goodbye June”

by Andrew Tallackson

One mess of a family on its way to visit a dying loved one in “Goodbye June.”

Movies based around someone slowly dying make
me itch. Unless illuminating something deeper,
like, say, “Terms of Endearment,” they exist solely
to wring every tear imaginable out of a painful sub-
ject. It is manipulation at its most shameless.

“Goodbye June,” a family affair for Oscar-winner
Kate Winslet — her son, Joe Anders, wrote it, she
not only stars, but makes her directorial debut —
has the bone structure of a Christmas weepy, but it
ends up being cathartic, really, finding the right mix
of laughs and tears.

It speaks to Winslet’s clout, too, that she at-
tracted some of Britain’s best. The cast’s greatest
achievement, guided by Anders’ wise script, is that
they create characters I suspect many people will
recognize in themselves.

The new Netflix film opens with the kind of dread-
ed phone call no one wants: the title matriarch, June
(Oscar-winner Helen Mirren), is back in the hospi-
tal, the cancer to where any hopeful treatment is off
the books. The priority is making her comfortable
until the inevitable, and in this case, she prefers the
safety of her hospital room...not home.

Once her family arrives at the hospital, you can
see why. Classic dysfunction. The oldest daughter,
Helen, is a New Age hippie played by Oscar-nomi-

<« b
Goodbye June
Running time: 114 minutes. Netflix.
Rated R for language.

nee Toni Collette...as only she can play it. Youngest
son Connor (Johnny Flynn) still lives at home, lost
for what to do next with his life. Daughter Molly
(“To Leslie” Oscar-nominee Andrea Riseborough) is
exhausted by her own kids and husband. She also
harbors resentment toward her older sister Julia
(Winslet), the most successful of the lot, but with a
husband whose job sees him rarely at home.

Mirren’s absolutely wonderful performance finds
humor in the way June has a front-row seat to
her own family drama. And it is here that “Good-
bye June” is most insightful in terms of how fam-
ily members choose to cope. They retreat into their
own miseries. The dad (Timothy Spall) behaves as if
he’s still at home, tuning everyone out by watching
sports on TV. Molly intentionally schedules family
visits so she and Julia are not present at the same
time. Connor mourns in his own way.

Anders’ screenplay carefully charts how pending
loss ultimately saves this family. What prevents
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Helen Mirren grounds the film in humor and heartache.

scenes from becoming maudlin is Mirren. She
doesn’t treat June as a martyr. And Winslet, as di-
rector, doesn’t hold back on cancer’s cruel hold over
June. There are scenes where June lies awake at
night, her eyes red with tears. But there are other
scenes when June simply wants peace in her family,
and the moment when she realizes reconciliation is
in the air, well, the look of contented joy on Mirren’s
face is incredibly moving.

The surprise in “Goodbye June” is the relatively
unknown Fisayo Akinade as Nurse Angeli in a per-
formance of enormous compassion and insight. He’s
experienced his own private loss, so his goal is to be
the calm amid the brewing storm. Angeli, in a way,
becomes an extended family member: the balance
between emotion and strength.

Winslet, as director, could have pushed certain
scenes, milked them for all their worth, but she re-
strains herself. There are quiet conversations, mo-
ments of truth between family members, where the
exchanges, alone, are enough to touch us.

And we are touched by the end. The look of recog-
nition on Winslet’s face, in particular, will stay with
me for some time. Ultimately, her film isn’t about
death, but about family and its ability to rise to the
occasion when death presents itself.

I loved this movie.

Contact me at atallackson@gmail.com

DINE IN « CARRY OUT « FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE * $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm - Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm

5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

)Priqurive

Ride, Relax, Repeat!

Your Premier Transportation Company

Our Services

2 Airport Transfers 2 Golf Outings

¢ Weddings and Events ¢ Corporate Transpart

¥ Wine & Brew Tours ¥ And More!

Contact Us

O (2192208154

a info@privadrivenwi.com

privadrivenwi.com

mmmmmm to be part of mmm 20211

ATTENTION
CLEVELANDZCLIFFSZEMPLOYEES:

)f you are missing teeth and are in need
of dental implants, please call us today at
1.877.526.4547 so that we can schedule
a complimentary examination and benefits
check for you and your family members!

Your dental implant coverage will truly help
you in achieving your health goals, and we will
work with you to create the Masterpiece Smile

you need, want, and deserve!

Dr. Leonard F. Anglis
1.877.526.45%47

Tropical Dental Resort Locations:

1549 South Court Street
Crown Point, IN 46307

2146 North Karwick Road
Michigan City/Pong Beach Area, IN 46360
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African American Legacy Award
gk ‘o,

,\\"5‘ @ﬁ."“' & ' #f—fgd‘ March 15 is the deadline to submit nominations
TR ab &r Cu v 0oy, for The History Museum’s 2026 African American
& ) ot ty t..;‘? ey Legacy Award.

UM ! An individual or organization may nominate an

! -._-::_:/-‘_ :"1___1_-’_:'..‘51.. :;:,_.,-'ﬂ’k "'i'.r}'
25% OFF YOUR FIRST BRDER
CESTOM LAUNDRY BAGS WITH CONTRACT
POCK UP & DELIVERY PRICING AVAILABLE UPON REDUEST)

':-'-"'&-.fr-, ;r."q:'r I."__h.-?"-,,. ';?-*.A,a_. ety
SERVICING: AIR ANBE, CLEANING
COMPANEES, RESTAURKNTS & CATERERS,

FITHESS STUBMRE. SPAS & SALONS, MEDICAL DFFICES

& PIONEER PIER B¥ BRIDGES
INFREWISHECNEREACHCD C0U

1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps,
Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters,
& Sewer Services

* Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You...
Small Enough To Know You...”

Prayer to the
Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail.)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth! | humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, | place this cause in your
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that
| can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. |
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once
again that | never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer
must be published after the favor is granted.

individual by completing an application at www.

historymuseumSB.org or by downloading the appli-

cation and mailing it to: African American Legacy

Award Committee, The History Museum, 808 W.

Washington St., South Bend, IN 46601. The award

presentation is in June at The History Museum’s

annual Juneteenth event.

The award recognizes individuals who have been
instrumental in collecting, preserving and dissemi-
nating black history in the St. Joseph River Valley,
either working directly with the museum or within
the black community.

To be eligible, an individual must:

* Be, or have been, a resident for at least 10 years
of the St. Joseph River Valley, which includes
in Indiana the counties of LaPorte, St. Joseph,
Elkhart, LaGrange, Stark, Marshall, Kosciusko,
Pulaski and Fulton, and the counties of Berrien,
Cass and St. Joseph in Michigan.

e Not be a previous recipient.

e Have demonstrated leadership and creativity in
promoting black history.

e Have increased public understanding of and ap-
preciation for black heritage.

e Have had significant impact on the local commu-
nity promoting black history.

e Have recognized efforts that are exceptional or
gone above and beyond their job.

Visit historymuseumSB.org or call (574) 235-
9664, Ext. 6256, for more details.

Master Gardener Grants

Individuals or groups needing materials for gar-
dening/horticultural volunteer projects that benefit
LaPorte County can apply for a 2026 LaPorte Coun-
ty Master Gardener Association Community Grant.

March 2 is the deadline to apply for grants that
do not exceed $500. Individuals or groups within
LaPorte County are eligible. The number of grants
is at LPCMGA’s discretion and based on available
money.

All requests must be made in writing using the
2026 application available on the LPCMGA website
or at the Purdue Extension LaPorte County Office,
2857 W. Indiana 2, Suite A, LaPorte. Only one ap-
plication may be submitted per project. Two projects
per organization may be submitted and postmarked
no later than March 2.

Visit https://lpmastergardener.org/grants-
scholarships/ for more details.

Support those who advertise in the Beacher!
Tell them you saw their Ad!
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Indiana Dunes National Park

Chellberg Farm Open House from 1-3 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday through March 28. Rang-
ers and volunteers will share the area’s history as
visitors tour the farmhouse and garden and visit
the animals. Passes are required. The parking lot
is off Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12 and
20 in Porter.

Critter Time from 1:30-2:30 p.m. Sundays
through March 29 at The Paul H. Douglas
Center for Environmental Education. Learn
what the park’s ambassador animals eat, where
they live and how park staff care for them.
Snowshoeing in Miller Woods from 1-3 p.m.
Wednesday-Sunday at The Paul H. Doug-
las Center for Environmental Education.
Friends of Indiana Dunes sponsors the program.
Snowshoeing needs at least a 6-inch snowpack
for safety. A limited number of snowshoes are
available for loan, or take your own. Inquire at
the front desk or call (219) 395-1824 to check for
appropriate conditions.

Artist-in-Residence Art Display at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday-Sunday at The Paul H. Douglas
Center for Environmental Education. View
21 pieces, all inspired by the Indiana Dunes.
Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-
kers) from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. daily at Indiana
Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a no-
hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails and
beaches clean. Temporary passes are available.
Visit tinyurl.com/2p83798v for more details.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-

ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219)
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov /indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park

The following programs will be offered:

Snow Days at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 31. Meet
at the Nature Center to learn facts about snow.
Experiments and activities are planned.

Winter Alive at 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 1. In the
Nature Center auditorium, learn how dune ani-
mals adapt to winter.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

R —

Jecrne Aune Carnen, LCSW

Counseling. Coaching & Beyond

It's time to lead the life you were meant to live!
219-878-0322 Wwww.jeanneanncannon.com
jeanneanncannon@comcast.net
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP and DELIVERY SERVICE

¢ Carpet Cleaning

¢ Upholstery Cleaning

* House Cleaning Services '

¢ Drapery & Blind Cleaning
(as they hang)

* Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a
specially designed chemical process

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing

1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

Prayer to the
Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail.)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth! | humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, | place this cause in your
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that
| can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. |
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once
again that | never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer
must be published after the favor is granted.
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Check
Out Our
OETY
Specials!

\Ga’ Ky

GREAT FOOD & SPIRITS
e T .

" EST. 1983

3101 E. U.S. 12

Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

‘:QOUNCZBIU%Qf’S
OR
fTVqELH(R£7

— INC —
Refinish ¢ Upholster ¢ Restore
Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Piclc-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI
219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 ° In “The Pines” ¢ Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

Curtis Flooring 44

(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

« Refinish Hardwood
« Install Tile

+ Free Estimates

+ Install Hardwood,
Vinyl & Engineered
Flooring

® WIMS

95.1 FM/AM 1420
VALPARAISO 106.7 FM

LIVE TALK RADIO CALL IN LINE

219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the Worlid!

Office: 219-809-0445 www.wimsradio.com

LCA Registration Under Way

Registration is under way for spring classes and
workshops for children, teens and adults at Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St.

The schedule includes:

e Abstract Painting I & II.

¢ Coffee and Creativity.

e Contemporary Art: Art as Social Conscience.
¢ Digital Illustration.

* Figure Drawing.

e Mini Masterpieces: Art History for Tots.

e Mixed Media for Young Artists.

* Sandcastle Writers.

® Three Styles of Acrylic Painting.

New workshops include:
¢ A 3-D Model of Color: The Ott Cuboctahedron Col-

or Theory — March 14.

e Abstract Landscapes in Gouache — March 21-22.
¢ Bless the Mic Poetry and Performance — April 11.
e Experiments in Printmaking — April 18.

® Pose & Proportion: Live Figure Drawing — April 25.

LCA’s free Teen Arts Council continues to meet
during the spring. Connecting teens ages 13-18, it
meets from 4:30-6 p.m. Feb. 26, March 26 and April
23. Register by emailing Nelsy Marcano at nmar-
cano@lubeznikcenter.org.

Scholarships for children and adults are avail-
able thanks to support from LCA’s Dolly Fund. Sign
up at www.LubeznikCenter.org/Scholarships. Visit
www.LubeznikCenter.org/Learning or call (219)
874-4900 for more details.

Insights in History

Amanda Miller Kelley, PBS Michiana WNIT
president-general manager, will present “57 Years of
Sunny Days: How PBS and ‘Sesame Street’ Changed
the World” at 1:30 p.m. EST Wednesday, Feb. 4.

The “Insights in History” program is at The His-
tory Museum, 808 W. Washington St., South Bend.

Kelley also will chronicle the history of WNIT, the
community’s public broadcasting station. A tour of
the Muppet Car at The Studebaker National Mu-
seum is planned.

Admission is $3, or $1 for members. Reservations
are required by Feb. 2 at www.historymuseumSB.
org. Call The History Museum at (574) 235-9664,
Ext. 6256, for more details.

Japanese Watercolors Show

Japanese watercolors by self-taught artist Erika
Spafford of Holland, Mich., are on display through
Feb. 9 at Episcopal Church of the Mediator, 14280
Red Arrow Highway, Harbert, Mich.

An artist receptionis at 3 p.m. EST Saturday, Jan.
31. Show hours are (all times Eastern) 9 a.m.-noon
Mondays-Thursdays and 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday.

Contact the church office at (269) 469-1441 or at
office@mediatorharbert.com for more details.
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e COMPLETE o NEW
Am e ri c a n REMODELING CONSTRUCTION
Red Cross | *m
\—'/ e CONSTRUCTION INC.
o SIDING * CONCRETE
The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles: RREER WWV?l.l' m;ssg:s.t?:i:'com DLbEili
e St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John « GARAGES -uring ction. « FLOORING

Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 3.

e Holy Family Parish, 201 Bach St., LaPorte, noon-
5 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 4.

Donors must be in good general health and feel-
ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

MCHS Heritage Night

Michigan City High School, 8466 Pahs Road, will
host its annual Heritage Night on Saturday, Jan.
31, during the boys basketball matchup against
Marion High School.

The JV game tips off at 5 p.m., followed by the
varsity game at about 6:30 p.m.

Heritage Night celebrates Michigan City bas-
ketball, as well as the legacy of Elston, Rogers and
Michigan City high schools. The matchup also re-
vives a historic rivalry, as Marion was a consecutive
IHSAA Boys Basketball Semi-State opponent from
1984-1987.

Alumni, students, families, staff and community
members are encouraged to wear their respective
school colors.

Visit www.GoMCWolves.com, and follow Michi-
gan City Wolves Athletics on Instagram, Facebook
and Twitter (X) @MichCityWolves for more details.

Westchester Public Library

Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup
at its Thomas and Hageman branches.

Use a library card or go online to place holds on
up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fied the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.
While parked, call the library phone number posted
on the numbered space sign.

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.
The Baugher Center is located at 100 W. Indiana
Ave., Chesterton.

1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

De Vries Tire Co.

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968

219 874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Jalapefio Brats
Orlglnal Brats

“Polish Saus’aw.

Sweet Italian tﬁ'

esh Cuﬁ'eat Daily
Produce

:P1‘:uII—Line of Groceries
« Beer & Wine

Locally Owned
Since 1990

A\

LaPorte - 219.874.7524
Mon - ? am - 7pm
S m - 6pm

Senior Discount
7 Days a Week 7am — 10am
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In the Area

Jan. 29 — Sourdough Starter from Scratch, 5-6
p.m., LaPorte County Library, 904 Indiana Ave.
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 29 — Adult Crafting — Handcraft and Cre-
ate!, 5:30-7 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 30 — Great Decisions, “The Third Nuclear
Age,” 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Li-
brary, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 — The Holdcraft Players, David
Mamet’s “Faustus,” The Holdcraft Performing Arts
Center, 1200 Spring St. Times: 7 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 2
p.m. Sun. Tickets: $15/adults, $10/students. Reser-
vations: www.yptcinc.com/tickets

Jan. 31 — Annual Heritage Night, Michigan City
High School, 8466 Pahs Road. JV game/5 p.m., var-
sity game/6:30 p.m. Info: www.GoMCWolves.com

Feb. 2 — Choose Your Own Storytime, 4-4:30
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Feb. 3 — Jigsaw Puzzle Swap, 4 p.m., Michigan
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219)
873-3049.

Feb. 3 — Tween Book Club (ages 10-13), 4:30-
5:30 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indi-
ana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Feb. 4 — Creative Kids — Lunar New Year, 4-5
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Feb. 4 — Dungeons & Dragons (ages 13-17), 4-6
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth
St. Info: dwolf@mclib.org

Feb. 4 — All Things True Crime Book Club, 5:30-
6:30 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indi-
ana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Feb. 5-8, 12-15 — Footlight Players, “Wait Until
Dark,” Footlight Theater, 1705 Franklin St. Times:
Thur.-Fri. shows, 7 p.m./Sat.-Sun shows, 2 p.m.
Tickets: $17/adults, $12/children 12 & younger
Fri.-Sun., $12/Thursdays. Reservations: www.
footlightplayers.org

Through Feb. 15 — “LIT! Site-Specific Instal-
lations by Maria Burundarena and Luftwerk,” Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Info:
(219) 874-4900, jsexton@LubeznikCenter.org

Through March 6 — Tim Lace solo exhibit, Art

Exhibition Wall, Michigan City Public Library, 100
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Through March 31 — Watercolor/colored-pencil
drawings by local artist Kristy Kutch, Queen of All
Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Hours:
6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6
a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com

Through Dec. 31 — “America A-Z” exhibit, La-
Porte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 In-
diana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in Michigan City — Adult Children
of Alcoholic and Family Dysfunction (ACA), 6 p.m.,
Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 Franklin St. Info:
(219) 801-1296.

First Monday of the Month (February,
April, June, August, October, December) —
Cancer Support Group, 5-6 p.m., Franciscan Health
Woodland Cancer Center Community Room, 8955
W. County Road 400 North, Michigan City. Info/
registration: (219) 861-5820.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181
W. McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3
p-m. Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Genealogy Help with Pat Harris,
1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E.
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17),
3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E.
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays — Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS),
4:30 p.m., Simeon Square, 1207 S. Woodland Ave.
Info: marsha2529@comcast.net

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka
Catholic Church, 1506 Washington St. Doors open:
4 p.m. Bingo: 6 p.m. $40 entrance fee (includes
specials except Winner Takes All & dJackpot).
Jackpot consolation $300 guaranteed. Info: (219)
336-3099.

Second Tuesday of the Month — Stroke Sup-
port Group for Survivors and Caregivers, 2 p.m.,
Mother Maria Theresia Room, Franciscan Health
Michigan City, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: Kelly
Wise at Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meeting for Friends/
Family of Alcoholics, 6 p.m., Trinity Episcopal
Church, 600 Franklin Square. Enter at Sixth Street
Barker Hall side. Info: Candy at (708) 927-5287.

Thursdays — Needle Arts Club, 5:30-7 p.m.,
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m.
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Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org

In the Region

Jan. 30-31 — Anti-Variety Show (featuring Mar-
quette-sibling band Massasauga), 5-11:30 p.m. Jan.
30, 1-11:30 p.m. Jan. 31, The Hobart Art Theatre,
230 Main St. Advance single-day admission/$15, ad-
vance two-day admission/$30. Day of admission/$20
per day. Tickets: www.Brickartline.com

Jan. 31 — Snow Days, 10 a.m., Indiana Dunes
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Feb. 1 — Winter Alive, 2 p.m., Indiana Dunes
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Feb. 3 — Campus for Creative Aging: Memory
Café, 9:30-11:30 a.m. EDT, New Buffalo Township
Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Info: (269) 469-2933,
www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org.

Feb. 4 — “57 Years of Sunny Days: How PBS and
‘Sesame Street’ Changed the World,” 1:30 p.m. EST,
The History Museum, 808 W. Washington St., South
Bend. Admission: $3, $1/members. Reservations:
www.historymuseumSB.org

Through Feb. 9 — Japanese watercolors by Er-
ika Spafford (Holland, Mich.), Episcopal Church of
the Mediator, 14280 Red Arrow Highway, Harbert,
Mich. Reception: 3 p.m. EST Jan. 31. Info: (269)
469-1441, office@mediatorharbert.com

Through Feb. 9 — “A Bear’s Natural Habitat:
The Return of Fozzie’s Studebaker,” The Studebak-
er National Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend.
Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5
p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/seniors 60
& older, $7/youth ages 6-18. Info: (888) 391-5600,
www.studebakermuseum.org

Feb. 14, 28 — Duneland Chamber of Commerce
Indoor European Market, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Indiana
Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter.

Through April 26 — “From a Bailly Point
of View,” Porter County Museum (PoCo Muse),
20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Museum hours: 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Tue.-Sun. Free admission. Info: www.
pocomuse.org, @pocomuse on social media.

Through May 25 — “Reel Rides: Cars of TV &
Film,” Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin
St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults,
$9.50/seniors 60 & older, $7/youth ages 6-18. Info:
(888) 391-5600, www.studebakermuseum.org

Through May 31 — “Rockne: Life & Legacy,”
South Bend’s The History Museum, 808 W. Wash-
ington St. Info: www.historymuseumSB.org, (574)
235-9664.

Saturday-Sunday through March 28 — Chell-
berg Farm Open House, 1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs
Road between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: (219) 395-
1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Sundays through March 29 — Critter Time,

1:30-2:30 p.m., The Paul H. Douglas Center for
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s
Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882,
www.nps.gov/indu

Wednesday-Sunday — Snowshoeing in Miller
Woods, 1-3 p.m., The Paul H. Douglas Center for
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s
Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882,
www.nps.gov/indu

Wednesday-Sunday —Artist-in-Residence Art
Display, 9:30 a.m., The Paul H. Douglas Center for
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s
Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882,
www.nps.gov/indu

Sundays — Free sewing classes, 5-7 p.m. EDT,
Friends of New Troy (Mich.) Community Center,
13372 California Road.

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road.
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909,
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Sabrina.”
Rated PG. Time: 6 p.m. Jan. 29. Also: “Father
Mother Sister Brother.” Rated R. Times: 3 & 6 p.m.
Jan. 30,1 & 4 p.m. Feb. 1, 6 p.m. Feb. 3. Also: Acorn
Anywhere: A Winter Series (Songwriters-in-the-
Round), 8 p.m. Jan. 31. All times Eastern. The the-
ater is located at 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich.
Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

We Need Your Help!

During heavy snowfall, shovel as much snow away from
your paper tube as possible so we can deliver each week's
edition. Previous editions are available at our office,
911 Franklin St., if we are unable to deliver them to you.
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On January 29, 1845, The New York Evening
News first published The Raven, Edgar Allen Poe’s
most famous poem.

On January 29, 1894, Detroit’s C.B. King re-
ceived a patent for a pneumatic hammer.

On January 29, 1900, baseball’s American
League was organized. It consisted of teams from
Buffalo, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Indianapolis,
Kansas City, Milwaukee and Minneapolis.

On January 29, 1936, Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Ho-
nus Wagner, Christy Mathewson and Walter John-
son were elected as the first members of the Base-
ball Hall of Fame.

On January 29, 1963, the first members of the
Football Hall of Fame were announced in Canton,
Ohio. They consisted of: Sammy Baugh, Bert Bell,
Joe Carr, Dutch Clark, George Halas, Mel Hein, Pete
Henry, Cal Hubbard, Don Hutson, Curly Lambeau,
Tim Mara, George Marshall, John Blood McNally,
Bronko Nagurski, Ernie Neavers and Jim Thorpe.

On January 30, 1798, a brawl broke out in the
House of Representatives, meeting in Philadelphia,
after Matthew Lyon of Vermont spat in the face of
Roger Griswold of Connecticut.

On January 30, 1815, Congress authorized pur-
chase of Thomas Jefferson’s library, making it the
nucleus of the Library of Congress.

On January 30, 1933, the first episode of “The
Lone Ranger” was broadcast on Detroit’s radio sta-
tion WXYZ.

On January 30, 1948, Mohandas K. Gandhi,
spiritual and political leader of India, was assassi-
nated by a Hindu fanatic while on his way to attend
a prayer meeting in New Delhi.

On January 30, 1964, the U.S. launched Ranger
6, an unmanned spacecraft carrying television cam-
eras. As planned, it crash-landed on the moon.

On January 31, 1865, the House passed a con-
stitutional amendment to abolish slavery.

On January 31, 1931, Ernie “Mr. Cub” Banks,
the Hall of Fame infielder and power hitter for the
Chicago Cubs, was born in Dallas.

On January 31, 1949, television’s first daytime
soap opera, “These Are My Children,” was broad-
cast from Chicago’s NBC studios.

On January 31, 1958, the United States entered
the Space Age with the launching of Explorer 1, its
first successful launching of a satellite into orbit.

On February 1, 1790, the U.S. Supreme Court
met in New York’s Royal Exchange Building for its
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first official session.

On February 1, 1862, Julia Ward Howe’s “Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic” was first published in A¢-
lantic Monthly.

On February 1, 1865, the signing of the 13th
Amendment to the American Constitution marked
the end of slavery in the United States.

On February 1, 1893, in Orange, N.J., Thomas
Edison completed work on the world’s first motion
picture studio. The cost was less than $650.

On February 2, 1675, the first recorded obser-
vance of Groundhog Day took place in Germany.
In the United States, the official observance takes
place in Punxsutawney, Pa. (At least that’s what
they say in Punxsutawney). There, crowds gather
to wait for a groundhog to emerge from his burrow.
If he sees his shadow, there will be six weeks more
of winter. No shadow: Spring has definitely arrived.

On February 2, 1876, the National League of
Professional Baseball Clubs formed at an owners
meeting in New York. The new league consisted of
teams from Chicago, Boston, Cincinnati, Louisville,
New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis and Hartford.

On February 2, 1895, George Halas, National
Football League co-founder, was born in Chicago.

On February 2, 1983, Pope John Paul II elevat-
ed 18 bishops, including Chicago’s Archbishop Jo-
seph Bernardin, to the rank of cardinal.

On February 3, 1690, Massachusetts issued
America’s first paper money, using it to pay soldiers
fighting a war against French Quebec.

On February 3, 1809, Congress approved an act
creating the “Illinois Territory.” Prior to this date,
the present state of Illinois was included in the vast
area known as the Northwest Territory.

On February 3, 1836, the Whig Party held its
first state convention in Albany, N.Y., nominating
William Henry Harrison for president.

On February 3, 1894, the first steel sailing ship,
the Dirigo, launched at Maine’s Bath Shipyard.

On February 3, 1959, rock ‘n roll star Buddy
Holly was killed in a plane crash near Clear Lake,
Iowa. This date is referred to as the day the music
died. Killed with Holly were Ritchie Valens, J.P “The
Big Bopper” Richardson and pilot Roger Peterson.

On February 4, 1789, the Electoral College se-
lected George Washington as the first U.S. president.

On February 4, 1895, a rolling lift bridge over the
Chicago River at Van Buren Street opened to traffic.

On February 4, 1913, civil rights pioneer Rosa
Parks was born in Tuskegee, Ala.

On February 4, 1938, the Thorton Wilder play
“Our Town” opened on Broadway.

On February 4, 1957, the first portable electric
typewriter, a 19-pound Smith-Corona, went on sale
in Syracuse, N.Y.

On February 4, 1977, 11 people were killed
when two cars of a Chicago Transit Authority train
fell off the tracks.
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CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED RATES - (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 - Email: atallackson@gmail.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES

CHAFFEUR
Airport shuttles, local/long distance, events, snowbird drop-offs. Licensed,
insured. Call Sean: (219) 872-9603.
Seasoned firewood. Call (219) 229-1958
$120 per face cord — 1/3 cord. Smaller amounts available.
Delivery and stacking priced accordingly.

BUSINESS SERVICES

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 - www.bookwormwanatah.com

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals,
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-
dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
www.reprographicarts.com

Lost a club? Broke a club? Hate a club? Ashamed of your bag in golf-
weather sunlight? PO’d about inflation prices and big box stores? Time
to call Lefty at (219) 873-0858 for a solution appointment! Politicians talk
about it, Lefty solves it! Pogo says, “We buy low and sell reasonable.”
Olive says, “If we don't have it, you don’t need it.” Yogi says, “If you come
to a fork in the road, take it to Lefty’s Pro Shop.” Call (219) 873-0858 for a
consultation. Don't let the tumbleweeds tangle yo dreams. Namaste, L.

The Beacher has free wooden pallets available.
Pallets are 23x35 and larger. Call (219) 879-0088 to schedule pickup time.

HP Electric LLC
(773) 414-4086 - (219) 363-9069
Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential « Light Commercial + Whole House Rewires
Rehab +« New Construction « EV Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
Snow removal « Power Washing « Window Cleaning + Gutter Cleaning -
Painting: Interior/exterior + And Much More « Free estimates. 20+ years
exp. Recommendations available. Insured.
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation,
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 28-years experience.
Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840

HOME HEALTH - CAREGIVERS

Comfort Keepers
Providing Comforting Solutions for In-Home Care
Homemaking, Personal & Companion Care from 3 to 24 hours of care
per day. Comfort Keepers is fully insured. Our compassionate caregivers
undergo Lifetime Background Screening, are fully trained and supervised.
Complimentary in-home consultations offered. Call us at (219) 362-9800
www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services,
30 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service
Professional - Insured - Bonded — Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING - Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes - Rentals - Offices « Receive your free estimate today!
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING - (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning. Check out my
5-star ratings online!

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly,
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239,

haroshousecleaning08 @gmail.com

AOP Cleaning & Maintenance LLC
Still growing and happy to take new customers to assist with serving
your needs. Cleaning, laundry, organization, maintenance, move-outs,
construction cleans & more. Ask what we offer! We are striving to build
a company that is servicing our community, with local businesses and
residential homes! (219) 617-8937 - aopenterprises1 @gmail.com *
#SupportYourLocalBusinesses

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR - skipnewman4444 @yahoo.com

We specialize in: « Carpentry « Finished Basements + New Baths < Decks *

« Electrical * Plumbing * Flooring « Ceramic Tile + Drywall/Painting
» Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner — (219) 861-1990.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing
and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates.
Call (219) 363-4311 or (574) 855-0666.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only,
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows.
Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 51 yrs. experience.
terrystandring@hotmail.com

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork -
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal
Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior - Deck washing/staining - Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING
31 years experience. Sale on interior labor until March: 35 cents one
coat labor, 50 cents two coat labor. Fully insured. Interior/exterior paint-
ing and staining. Drywall repair. Power washing decks, siding and more.
Additional 5% off on labor for seniors. All materials at contractor pricing.
Happy holidays from Wayne’s Painting. Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering &
Stone - Eifs + Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/
bonded. Call (219) 229-2352.

Russo Painting Company: interior/exterior house painting
Free estimates. Call (219) 299-7732.

JOSEPH K PAINTING LLC
Interior « Exterior - Commercial « Residential
Drywall Repairs & Pressure Washing
Free estimates * Insured
Serving Michigan City...and the surrounding areas.
Call (219) 448-0733 and ask for Joseph
or send an email to: josephk@joseph-painting.com

ZABA PAINTING: LOCAL, TRUSTED, PROFESSIONAL!
Serving the lakefront of Indiana and Michigan
High quality results. Expert knowledge. Premium finishes. Free estimates.
Contact Zach Baker: (219) 878-3325, zbaker113@gmail.com

Alpha Power Washing and Painting LLC
Detail-Driven. Reliable. Professional.
Painting Interior, Cabinet Painting, Drywall Repairs,
Staining and Epoxy Garage Floors.

Call Steven for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365

DNS Paint Finishes
Kitchen cabinets, wallpaper hanging, woodwork refinishing.
Free estimates, fully insured. (574) 780-9686 or speter45sen@aol.coms

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
(219) 879-5150 - dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters — mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.
Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed
Call us at (219) 229-4474
Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.
Facebook.com/abeslawncare
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-
up, power washing. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
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MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow plowing. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter clean-
ing, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine dethatch-
ing. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice @gmail.com

Garage Sales, Estate Sales, ETC!
Estate & home cleanouts, junk removal. Call us! We do all kinds of clea-
nouts, specializing in estate and home cleanouts.
Call Mike at (219) 229-0411.

Avila’s Lawn Care - (219) 210-9752 - avilaslawncare16 @gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

WANT TO BUY

MOTA’S LANDSCAPING LLC. - Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
motaslawncarellc @gmail.com

WANTED: | buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys,
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Wanted: sports cards, Pokémon cards, Yu-Gi-Oh! and one-piece cards.
Call Mike at (219) 229-0411.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.
License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

HOME WATCH

GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.
Mowing * Mulching * Gutter Cleaning * Trimming * Cleanups *
Free Estimates — Fully Insured.
(219) 702-7232 - gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com

Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.
Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.

Infinity Home Services LLC - Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention.
Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 - jim@infinitymichiana.com -
www.infinitymichiana.com

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Now accepting clients for the 2026 season.

Mowing Service « Cleanups « Trimming * Mulch « Weeding & Power
Washing + Gutter Cleaning * Junk Removal. Fully insured.
Free estimates. Call Jose: (219) 369-7522
or email serranospropertymain219@gmail.com

JOSE LAWN CARE LLC - (219) 861-9225 - alejodedios7 @gmail.com
Full service: mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal.
Concrete, pavers, patio. Fully insured.

LLOYD’S TREE SERVICES
Tree removal -« Brush pile removal. Guaranteed work. 35+ years
experience. Locally owned. Fully Insured - (219) 229-9387

SCOTT’S LAWN SERVICE
Fall/spring cleanup & power washing. Snow removal. Call (219) 229-2893.

100 Acre Farm Lawn Care and Snow Removal LLC
We are a small local business for all your lawn care and snow removal
needs. We offer cuts, edging, weed eating, landscaping, mulching, power
washing, fall and spring cleanups, snow removal and salting! No job
is too small or too big! We are offering a 10% discount for military and
seniors. Please call or text (269) 586-4303 for questions and estimates.
Se Habla Espanol!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Experienced painters wanted. Competitive wages.
Please call Matt at (312) 927-8489.

Position Title: On-Site Construction Supervisor
LaPorte County Habitat for Humanity has a passion and heart for improv-
ing our community. We partner with homebuyers to build affordable
housing, in partnership with volunteers and contractors, providing secure
places for those in need of a decent home. We are based in Michigan
City, Indiana.

You will coordinate on-site building activities for the LaPorte County
Habitat Affiliate in accordance with our mission and standards of excel-
lence and, where necessary, in accordance with the requirements of gov-
ernment and other grants.

Employee status: 15 to 30 hours per week
Reports to: Site Construction Coordinator

If you're interested in this exciting opportunity contact Joel Crain
at construction@laportehabitat.org

FOR SALE

Small commercial smoker oven (Pit Boss Grills), 3 ovens included, 8
ways to cook, phone-app controlled. $1,900 new, never used, first $1,200
offer takes it. Will deliver. Call/text (219) 877-4978.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.

JACKPOT CONSIGNMENTS & ESTATE SALES
1919 E. U.S. 12. Liberty Trail entrance
We buy and sell art, jewelry & furniture.
Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Call (312) 953-7306.

T sounpoig

the Beacher Business Printers

9211 Franklin Street e« Michigan City
(219) 8792 0088

email: beacher@thebeacher.com e http://www.thebeacher.com



http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com
mailto:serranospropertymain219@gmail.com
mailto:alejodedios7@gmail.com
mailto:construction@laportehabitat.org
mailto:jim@infinitymichiana.com
http://www.infinitymichiana.com
mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/

Page 34

January 29, 2026

Mona’s Eves by Thomas Schlesser, trans-
lated by Hildegarde Serle (hardcover $30 retail;
also available as an eBook, large-print paperback
and audiobook. 446 pages)

“Mommyy, it’s gone all black!”

Ten-year-old Mona loses her sight one day. Just
63 minutes later, as she and her parents approach
the hospital, her sight comes back.

What happened?

Dr. Van Erst is stymied. He doesn’t know either.
Further tests in the coming
days show Mona has a condi-
tion for which there is no cure.
Within one year, she probably
could go completely blind. No
machine, no injections, no
surgery. Van Erst’s sugges-
tion is to visit a therapist once
a week to prepare for what is
to come — the total loss of her
eyesight. How do you explain
that to a 10-year-old girl?

Mona lives in Paris with
her parents, Paul and Camille
Vuillemin, and grandfather
Henry (Dadé) Vuillemin. Paul
owns a shop of old toys and
collectables — mostly 1950s
Americana — that he loves
dearly, but business hasn’t
been good the past year. Now,
with Mona’s weakening eyes,
he turns more and more to al-
cohol.

Henry, however, decides to
be proactive and take Mona
under his wing, make her
final days of sight so she re-
members the beauty around
her, especially within great
works of art. The goal is each
of Paris’ three famous muse-
ums — The Louvre, The Mu-
sée d’Orsay and Beaubourg — and study one paint-
ing each week. It is to be a secret between them;
instead of going to therapist meetings, Henry de-
cides visiting an art museum is more helpful.

Each chapter features a work of art, starting with
a visual exploration of it: eyes wide open, studying
every detail, then discussing what the artist is say-
ing. We actually are disconnected from what’s in
front of our eyes unless we take time to consider the
possibilities — is the artist trying to tell us some-
thing? Of course. Even the Mona Lisa. Is she just
the portrait of a woman? What about that enigmatic
smile — what is she thinking or trying to tell us?
How much are we missing by not really looking
while we’re looking?

THE INTE RNATIDNAL NUMBER 1 BESTSELLER

Ph{,’lllhlh chluaau

nas

Off the Book Shelf

by Sally Carpenter

Then, there is the day Mona is so taken by a
painting, she can’t help but want to touch it...that’s
when she finds out the Louvre has a very capable
alarm system!

Never have I looked at a work of art with the
contemplation the author provides here. To have a

' a painting explained, to
£ know the history and
inspiration behind it, is
simply amazing.

The man talks, the
girl listens, and soon
the girl is talking and
the man is impressed at
how quickly his grand-
daughter understands
the real meaning of
art to the individual,
as well as the world.
And Henry wants to fill
Mona’s mind’s eye with
beauty she will never
forget, sustaining her
the rest of her life.
All the things Henry
teaches her, he hopes
she can carry to her
dark world.

Is the story senti-
mental? Yes. Educa-
tional? Absolutely, and
in a way that makes
you begin to under-
stand how important
art is to civilization.
It also shows us the
special bond between
a man and his grand-
daughter, and the lessons to be learned from the
stroke of a brush. This is a book to read slowly and
thoughtfully. Give yourself time to savor every page.

To add to your pleasure, the paper cover opens up
to twice its size to show you small, but colorful im-
ages of each piece of art Henry introduces to Mona.
The frosting on the cake!

The final word: “To paint was, first and foremost,
to love.” Truer words were never spoken. Mona’s
Eyes is: Barnes & Noble 2025 Book of the Year,
Boston Globe Best Book of the Year, National Indie
Bestseller and Top Ten Indie Next Pick

Schlesser is an art historian and director of the
Hartung-Bergman Foundation in Antibes, France.

Till next time, happy reading!
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A real estate agent since 2016, Anna is focused on customer service and
provides targeted, personalized service to meet her clients’ diverse needs,
whether they are buying or selling residential, commercial, or vacant properties.

*x X * Kk K *x *x X * % *x X * Kk k
iS amazing to work “She was respectful to our z
responsive and conditions while finding middle
gives feedback” ground to make the sale”
- Adam A. - F
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“This was our fourt
estate purchase but the
best experience we have skill for listening are
had with an agent’ definitely worth noting”
- LizF - Laura M.

THINKING ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING IN 20‘2&5?;"3‘* -
PUT ANNA’S LOCAL KNOWLEDGE AND DEDICATION TO WORK FOR Yeu
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ANNA RADTKE

219.221.0920
ANNARADTKE@ATPROPERTIES.COM
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W COMPANIES Stop looking, start finding® atproperties.com =
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= 7701 N. Fail Rd., LaPorte 46350

=» 1.5 Partially Wooded Acres
=» 2 Ranch Homes Included in Sale
=) Great Investment Property
=) Priced $50,000 BELOW appraised value
=) Conveniently Located between LaPorte,
=) Michigan City & South Bend

4 Call Ashlan Siford for further information 219-301-1151 %

Homer Hideawa_y - Michigan City Polk House - LaPorte Lake Hills Coe - Michigan City

3 Bedrooms - 1 Bath - Sleeps 6 2 Bedrooms - 1 Bath - Sleeps 4 3 Bedrooms - 1.5 Bath - Sleeps 8
Fenced in Backyard Fully Furnished Close to Lake Michigan
Fully Furnished Great Location Off Street Parking

Call Robin Willoughby 219-877-8395 Call Jenn Bauer 219-393-4882 Call Miranda Sebesta 219-229-8355
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RENTAL

By The Beach - Michigan City Cabln on Pme Lake House LaPorte Dune Your Thing - Mlclugan City
2 Bedrooms. - 1Bath - Sleeps 7 2 Bedrooms - 1 Bath - Sleeps 9 3 Bedroom - 1.5 Bath - Sleeps 6

Directly on Lake Michigan Lakefront Hot Tub
Call Miranda Sebesta 219-229-8355 Call Ashlan Siford 219-301-1151 Call Jenn Bauer 219-393-4882
Followus! 1401 Lake Shore Drive, 46360- | 219-874-5209

@MTMRealty S ) 513 Pine Lake Ave. | 2_1?—324—4640
-~ www.makethemovegroup.com
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